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My own Eyes have convinc'd me that you 

are not only an able, but an active Ma- i 
giſtrate. 

Under your DiteRioii: 4 bark len what 
usd to be an anhual Voyage of Amuſet 
ment and Recreation, reſtor'd to the ſerious 
and laudable Ends and Purpoſes, for which 
it was, at firſt, ſa prudentially eſtabliſhed ; 

T have Renn due Reſpet tequr u 209 paid 
to the 2 whhout rendering them a 
Terror and Grievance to the Subject; I 
have ſeen Juſtice temper'd with Mercy ; I 

have ſeen Mercy ſeaſon'd with Juſtice, | 
As, therefore, it is from this Experi- 
ence of your Character, that 1 am en- 
tourag'd" 5 make is' ublie Addreſt 

You ; 10 it may be pfeſumn'd, th t, FE, on ul 


4 


due Regatd to N own, IN 


Which can ce be Preed rule he 
Time with. ii ena Js! RO - 


Veh eh to treat of the-Giktdnces which fl 
* the Conſumers, , 5 * as the Peder. 


1 


0 Gon, J do not deſign to eplar on the 
pet uliar khh arif ing to the ifles of 
London and Wetminſter, and the many 
Fit and opulbys Towns and Villages i in 
their Neigf bourhood, from the various 1. 
55 on that Compmedity: . Hall Fe 
i 99. Buſineſs to comp! ain, il at the 
— oduce © this Tax has been an- 
ticipated by way of Mortgage, 7 cuts 
off the very Proſpect of Relief; 1 1 half not 
oy inf, that, as long as this Tax continues, 
it may be ſaid, that the calamitous ] Fire of 
London, Which furniſh d the firſt Pretence 
for laying it on, continues ſtill to be fel 
and to be,deplor'd. The Grievances which 
1 am to-confine my Reflections to, are of 
an inferior Nature; and I have only men- 
tioned theſe others, as ſerving to ſhew 
how extremely nebeſlary i it is, to take the 
proper Pre zutions, that private Villainies 


may not inflame and increaſe public Mis 
anne. . 

Jam extremely ſenſible, that it is not in 
che F. ower of any Magiſtracy, Or even any 
Legiſlature, to make all Men honeſt: Bat 
_ certainly tis in the Power of the One, ſo to 

multiply Checks and Reſtraints on the Diſ- 


5 | honeſt, and of the Other to make ſo perti- 
B22 e 


rom ihe. ons TY 
nent anUſe of them, that Fekr may, in a 
great Meaſure, do the Work of Virtue. 
Felony is ſo coarſe a Sin, and cuban „ 
to ſo ay a Puniſhment: that even bad 
Men ſtart with Horror at the very Name 
of it; but thoſe who are thus ſcrupulous as 
to Thefts ſcarce boggle at Frauds; tho the 
laſt is apparently a Crime of the deeper 
Dye, as adding a Breach of Truck, to an 
Invaſion of Property. 

It has ever been the Weh as well as 
Misfortune of Trade, that Perſons have 
been found in every Branch of it, who 
have acted, as if their Profeſſion was but 
a Licence to cheat with Impunity. 5 
Hence aroſe falſe Weights and Meaſures, 
and all thoſe innumerable Devices with 
which the Crafty deceive” the Credulous, 
and at once grow rich and inſolent, in de- 
fiance of Law or W * or Con- 
ſcience. 

It is true, theſe Abuſes were n o- 5 
vered and complain'd of; and as every Year 

almoſt produc'd ſome new Species, ſo every 

| Year, likewiſe, produc'd ſome new Expe- 

| dient- by way of Prevention or Puniſhment. 
"To falſe Weights and Meaſures a very 


* and peculiar Attention was paid; and 
if 


60 1 


of Laws could: execute: themſelves, ſcarce: 
: | 2 Trakt of that Nature could paſs un- 


or unpuniſhed: But this is one of | 


our national Inconveniencies ; and nothing 
is more common than to ſee a Law, that 


5 was levelled at ſome notoriouſly- wicked 
Practice, fleep in the 2 ThE 


all are Sufferers, nobody will complain * 
and the Knavery which was modeſt. ot 
timorous at firſt, grows harden'd by de- 
grees, derives a ſort of Authority by Cu- 
ſtom, and, at laſt, pleads univerſal Prac-- 
tice, in Abarement, againſt the * * 
tutes themſelves. 


To apply what I have. laid to the Frauds oY 


of the Coal-Trade. 
About half a Centuay 280 this Buſineſs | 
was carried on in a manner very different 
from what it is at preſent: The Dealers in 
that Commodity had not then loſt their 
antient Name of VMoodmongers; which it is 
obvious had been given them, when Wood 
was the principal Fuel of the City: The 
more pompous Title of Coal- Merchant had 
not then been thought of: They lived on 
the Wharfs, kept Horſes and Carts of their 
own, bought their Coals at Billinſgate of 
f the Maſters of the Ships, and were there 


plyed 


3 is ta — 2 — 
Coals from the eee er — 


inge were tao eee 
1 ee to purocnaie eee 
RED — Ga Tiers eee at enen . — 
TFraders of a ſuperior Claſs, and found 
themſelves in a Capacity to treat thaſe who 
Sad been their Maſters, as their Cuſtomers; 
I had like to have 1 their De den 
wad Underitrappers. 22S] | 
Nor did- they Hop here: For hs 
ns Poſſeſſion of — Hive, they zer 
ſolved to keep all the 8weets to themſelves, 
Which they toon. a akter wad 
manner: 15 
When a Fleet of Ships was eps in, 

Steen of the moſt conſiderable of theſe 
Vpſtart-Engroſſers uſed to hold a Cabal, in 
which having farſt ſetiled the Market - rice . 
to their own Minds, every one ſtaked a 
| 1 by way of Gage, that he would 


not 


\ 


=”. 


here a 


Advantage, or elde ball'd_ the Ship, nd 
v nobedy. elſe 8 buy the Remainder. en? 


1 than thirty Years, thole who had 


5 it, ſo all Moenapolics, Joo become 


0 IT: 5 N 
nog malte Breach i in e by. 
giving more far his Coals than the Standar 1 


agreed upon. 1 
Ships had Ras the reſt, I 


If any 


3 this Maſter had taken the Advantage of. his 
good Luck, to inſiſt on a Shilling or two 


more „ than the Cabal bad 
thoug ht proper to allow bim, no ſooner did 


the — of the Fleet come in, but che Pur- 


chaſer obliged forego his aid 


By tbeſe and ſuch like Means, in les 


for a. Lading of Coals, were enabled to 
keep their Coaches, and. found themſelves 

Maſters of the whole Trade. .. _ -... 
But as all who have Pawer are apt to 


Grievances.. 


From the Sbip-Macters on one e Hand, 


5 and the Dealers on the other, the Miſchiefs 


arifing from the arbitrary Conduct of theſe 
Men, at laſt, affected the Conſumer; and 
chat in ſo ſenſible a manner, as to give Riſe 
to an Act of Parliament of Queen Anne, 
r to . * N Nr 4 

"men, 


. 0 ( 12 10 
deb, Gr. wile rendered void, and all Fer- 
ſons who had Craft, were authoriſed either 
to work them themſelves; tho' not free of 
the River, or elſe to employ a Freeman to 
| work them in their Stead. | 
For a While, like all other At is of this 98 

Na ture, this had a wholſome Effect, by 
putting a Stop to the AL Combina- 
tions before ſpoken of. e e 
But the Reformation did not lat long; 

for the Coal Trade, being ſtill carried on in 

large Ships of three, four, and five Hun- 
dred Tons Burthen, which being too large 
a Quantity for the Foreigners, as they are 
call'd, or the lower Rank of Ligbtermen, 
who have neither Craft, nor Cuſtomers to 
diſpoſe of ſo large a Quantity, the Bulk of 
the Trade ſtill continued in the Hands of 
thoſe overgrown Gentlemen, for ſo it ſeems 
they muſt now be ſtild: who dealing for 
the whole Frieght of theſe Ships, will not 
ſuffer any body elſe to have a Part, but up- 
on doch Terms, as leaves the Purchaſer, 
almoſt as much at their Mercy, as he was 
before the 8 We Conbinators pra 0 
| Place. * 

But to el mnfortiabbiy; this act 00 


Mt remove the Miſchiefs — complain'd 
_ | of, 


ES | 


* 


of 


5 „. 
35 A r6gdlat'y 


.< 11 made Way * others Whicl 


mich fall ſo 
1a er, ab well as the 


. that — to be fully e. 
pod in order to be ſpeedily hs | PE - 11 
0 2 the. Trade open to al 44. 


* 
* * 
ix, Wo not 
: 3 %.7 q ; . q 


Pareigneys,” Aud this Bike rabiidwlomy 
n eee der Amn the 


200 — rae 


—.— in Coal and gilde over his own 
—— whit the: ee e pu 
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Thus 8 neſſes, an et" 
Buſineſs, have taken Sanctuary! in this: But 
of theſe new Adventurers, the Servants out 
of great Families ate by far the Majotity | 
and ſome of theſe" are even permitted to 
carry on the Bufineſs Abroad, 6 

hold their Places, and receive t 8 
at Home; which, if they dealt boneliy, 
they would reap abundantly the, maſt Ad- 
vantage from: For, on that Condition, I 
defy the cunningeſt of theſe. be an lis 
55 eee te make above fou. 


f will be ſenſible of e — 
| er Pay” Lighterage, Wharfage, and Car- 
; which are the Woodmonger's Pro- 
| fs, before they can putin for thei mn. 
1 thin kindettekis A | 2 To i 
detect and expoſe the Frauds aud e. 1 
Practices, 2 Lr We 8 Fi „ 


out elth obliging al their ord's, | 
ter's, Tradeſmen, to purchaſe Co ls of them, 1 
N _ n to aksf ſuch Meaſure as they | 
thought | 


pi 


: of long! —— 
3 for nfl, ns follows; 
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But let the plain Matter ok * en 


1 277 . 2 


MA. A certally 1 n a mh? 3% 


3 Tradeſmen to take his Coals of a 


Friend of his, if he was not particularly 


engaged already: The. Neighbour replied, 


he was; to a Coal-Merchant, who, tho 


himſelf a Valet de Chambre to a certain 
Nobleman, had the Modeſty to keep a Fel- 
low in Livery to ſerve Coals by the Peck: 


t having a Bill n his Lordſhip, he 
d bought er Chalders of him, in 


1 


virtue of Which the ſaid, Bill was payed 
forthwith. But what Meaſure had you? re- 
_ joins the ather,— Oh, ſays the Tradeſman, 


I am under no Pain upon that Head, for I 


will take care to have Coals cheap enough, 

as long as I continue to ſerve his Lordſhip · 
And yet an Information has been lodged 
againſt this very Man for taking Money for 
ſeven Cbalders of Coals, which, upon being 
te- meaſured, were found to want one Bu- 


ſhel of fix Cbalders. 
II. There is one Mr, V, Butler 8 


 inGrofvenor-ſtreet, who, commencing Coal- 


6": Ca | Merchant, 


- 


and that of the F — well — 
men, under his 3 8 Inflvants, had 


may be rns tg Conditiorthas 
be ſhonld procure him the Cuſtom of the 
Family, and all that had any Depent 

upon it: For ſach gs the 
A how much the Great and Rich ar 
be gaths eret d fom che 9 
hted, and ad thoſe hic ee 
explained. e rh Pons 47 2 
II. There Was n tee ie "EY 
SOME, who, having been detected in felling 
| rg gy Ooals' eben of: Faſhion, 


be ee 60 
given thirty Guineas to the” Steward,” and 
had no other way to 0 3 himſelf. 
IV. A certain Perſon Who had pur 
chaſed the Goo ef a Wharf, received 


75 +* . * 
bY . * AT . 
| | ; | ; nh 
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* . 5 a 


r * t! WIT WW, 4 


ws QY. 
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1 Ours chat very Time, the beſt nee 


it -afivifealile. 60 deal for the future with a 
Baller of #he Glath, eee * 


Sovent, th d given Orders 


Time of the 1 [ohh 


» «i 


an Orde 10 ſend i in a Tan of Scoteb Coal 
to a Lady, who had been a Standing Cul-, 
tamer to the ſaid Wharf; but nat being in 
the Secret, he ſent in the full Weight; 
whith, for the Ault Time, the Hole would 
was, hat the Steward bad ot o the Face to 
apply fr hi al Perquiſite, and ſo thought 


2 ito lay hi 2d in facty 'Chalders of 
Goals, to he in Readineſs againſt his Fami- 
ly came to Town: e tek ho CO 


of Coals; for, as I have bes I they 
dd net Aand him in above Twenty-four 


Shillings per Chalder; one Chalder -with 
another; or, all Charges included, Twenty- 
eight Shillings and Five-pence per Chalder-: 


tings: in the Pads or Fhiety-one ge li re 
in: But, as this honeſt Merchant had great 

Obligations. to the Family, he thought ſit 

. 1 | | = 


(8). 


1 to charge his L. 5 —— Tt irty- 


by: Which He: would Nas > Seren 
Ly Pounds three Shillings and Four-pence, 
ecveu on the Suppoſition that his Meaſure 
haad been fair; but inſtead of ſending in 
Forty-two Chalders, which, at Twenty- 
one to the Score, he ſhould have done, 
be actually loaded but Thirty-four Chal- 
ders. Add therefore, nine Pounds twelve 
Shillings, for fix Chalders ſhort, to the ſe- 
ven Pounds three-Shillings and Four-pence 
mentioned above, it appears the whole Pro- 
fit upon the Jobb was ſixteen Pounds fif- 
teen and Four-pence, which is juſt nine 
Pounds twelve Shillings more than the 
noble Purchaſer would have paid, if he had 
an with err Trader. . 
And 10 1 IM my Lee of theſe Coat: | 
Merchants of the'Cloth  —- 
I come now to thoſe equally honeſt Men, 
vvho have their Receipt of Cuſtom in ſuch 
Places 185 St. Giles's, Tyburn Road, and the 
other great Iflues of the Town ; over whoſe 
Doors is writ in Capitals, Coas SOLD 
| WroLE8ALE AND RETAIL AS. CHEAP 
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SK The Snares of theſe People are ſet for 
ia poor. Neighbours, and for Country 


C Norte who = their own Carts for the 
ro Coals they want ; which being generally | 
4 but a ſmall Quantity, it is not thoughe 
4 worth while to be at the Expence of. re- 


' i meaſuring, them. There is however one 
3 Record forth- coming, which explains by 
Wjuhat Method they are thus able to under- 
ſell the whole Trade: For in a Quan- 
tity of Coals, fold by one of theſe notable 
Perſons, for. eighteen Buſhels, it appeared 
there were but three ſhort; And of what 
| Conſequence ſo immoderate an Exciſe 5 , * 
Sixth js in the Courſe of Trade, there is no 
need of Figures to demonſtrate. 4:4 
To ſpeak plainly, either the Impudence, 
or the Generoſity of theſe People i is ſcarce 
to be parallel'd; for they give Twenty- 
eight Shillings a Chalder themſelves, beſides 
which it is well known, that Wharfage and 
Carriage, in open Carts, ſtand them in Two 
Shilliogs and Three-pence ; a Chalder more, 
and yet they fell them again for Twenty- 
eight Shillings; profeſſing, at the ſame Time, 
that they follow the Buſineſs for a Liyeli- 
hood, and not by way of Amuſement, 
We are next to take a Trip acroſs the 
Park to the Water. Side and there we ſhall 
find 
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Fs _ Bb | e of of to 5 Yeridet ay Kind 6f Fraud | 
Ir i nectffity tõ bier vt 
A ch obliged the Eval 
1s; to male ts of Litinen Saks," In. 
25 Hair Sacks, not only rhe Rreadth 
ad Length of ths kiid Sacks Wete aſcer⸗ 
telt d, but it was required thar they ſhould 
3 5 5 db Kalbe. bed Precau⸗ 
kiöns, 274 While, had. their due Bia; the 
Peder Wand bichſelf obig d te be 4 
and mA Purchaſer had his rp! 5 
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wore out, Roh the Sides, mats theth 1 
Vigger khan thoſe which had'teceiyed nd 
Tach Helps, s, the Nev wete put to the Tor- MY 
türe, and "ac to undergo the { lame. : 
ration : For having been firſt flam pd AC 


cording | to Law, They were. af di- 
mint 


ing to the Ji; 


very artfully cvaded the Penalty, by enter- 
1 der ae a Mer, . . 


withont having mote ot loſa to anfiver for: 
| Many have been dately detected ; nd/fae 


fore the 
ſell, weak a « Warning 6 to le. _ * 
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= rainiſh'd by contracting the Seams nd 


ize of the Owneris ebe! i 
and then pige'd over Jike the; Old. as 


way. of Screngthener ; Mbit < added 
the necelfary Bulk, and fery'd to conceal 13 


ator wg nich fs 


thel.ip 48 WISH, Aa {a a : ; 
ere is a Jury that goes ahaut ge 


the 60 debe the" fal Weights a 
Meaſures: Theſe happen d to ſtap abe. Fart 


of. Dealer that liv'd in Ihe Strand, and 
finding the Sack hey meaſur d to wanỹʒt 
half a Buſhel, they return'd the Man do 
the Court of VMeſiminſter: But the Dealer 


ing in, his e 5 gh of A _ 


* 4 


| the Town is continually i impos 41 upon; * 


ve, I „may ay, ſcarce a Day 40 


Inſtances deſerve to be laid be- 


ublic; as a Tetror to thoſe chat 
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